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K. G. Zimmer learned on the occasion of his return to East fermany that
returning scientists ordinarily were sent to a reception center in Leip-
zigu1 However, he applied for permission to go to Berlin, which was
granted. He was received by three representatives of the East German 25X1
Education Ministry at the station in East Berlin. He made it clear to

them that he wanted to visit his mother\ \immediatelyn
He encountered difficulties at first, and he had to press his request.

He was finally given permission and he went| AAQA::] 25X1
there. On this occasion, Zimmer remarked that quite obviously the Soviet
authorities were generally not opposed to plans of returning scientists

to see relatives| The East German authori-25X1
ties, however, in cgntrast to the attitude of the Soviets, raised object-
ions to such plans.

Zimmer was shipped to the USSR together with Hans Born and Alexander
Catsch. Prior to their shipment, the men were first jailed in Berlin.
Subsequently, they were flown to Moscow and thrown into the Lublyanka
Prison, where they received good treatment. After some time they were
transferred to a prisoner of war camp near Moscow. Later, they were
agked whether they wanted to work with Nikolaus Riehl. They answered

in the affirmative and joined Riehl in Moscow-Elektrostal. During their
stay there, they did "practically nothing", as Zimmer expressed it.
Zimmer busied himself with translating into Russian a book written by
Riehl on power circuits (Energieleitungen). He also wrote a book himself
on radiation dosimetry. He turned over the manuscripts of the transla-
tion as well as his own book to the Soviet authorities and has never
heard of them since. However, he believes thai the Hussian translation
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of Riehl's book weg published.

After about a year's stay in Elektrosta1,5 Zimmer, Born and Catsch were
asked wvhether they wanted to work with Nikolai Tisofeev-Ressovsky. The
three men knew Timofeev from his former work in the Institute for Brain
Research. Upon agreeing, they were transferred to Timofeev, who worked
at that time in an institute on a peninsulal

‘ They stayed there for several years.

They were later joined by Rieh » who was also transferred there (probably
in 1948, or later).

Zimmer gave the following story <2 the fate of Timofeev-Ressovsky. After
his arrival in the U3SR, he was sentenced to 12 yeers hard labor and
taken to & penal camp in | Tazakhstan. During

his stay there, Timofeev lost his eyesight because of vitamin deficiency.
This fact caused the Soviet authorities to transfer him to Moscow for
treatment after he had stayed two yecars in the labor csmp. In loscow,
Timofeev regained some of his sight, but he never was able to read again,
After the treatment, Timofeev was transferred to Swig.l, where he was put
in charge of one of two institutes which were there under the supervision
of & Ruvssian professor\

In Sungul, Timofeev, 4immer, Born and Catsch did work very much along the
lines they had previously followed together in the Berlin-Buch Institute
for Brain Research. 1In particular, they engaged in genetics research on
drosophila melanogasta. This work progresaed well until Lysenko started
his welleknown campaign againci the \genetica. The
genetics experiments of the Sungul research team were then prohibited.
The men staycd there for some time, again doing "practically nothing".

When the German team left Surgnul, Timofeev was atill there. Zimmer, how-
ever, knew that later he was given the direction of an institute of the
Soviet Academy of Sciences at an unspecified location in the Ural moun-
tains. | ) Zimmer remarked that although apparently the
material conditions of Timofeev's situation have improved, he is still
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the object of heavy attacks which periodically appear against him both

in Soviet scientific publications and in Pravda. In this connection,

Zimmer also denied | | that Lysenko has 25X1
been completely disgraced and his theory abandoned in the USSR, Accord-

ing to Zimmer, this is not quite so. Although lysenko is no longer the
nfaghionable” theoreticisn, he is still an important factor in Soviet

biology. Genetics research is still prehibited in the USSR,

SECRET
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Zimmer, Riehl, Born and Catsch were transferred from Sungnl to Sukhumi,
where they stayed for about two years or more prior to their return to
Germany. In Sukhumi, they were left very much to themselves and could,
for the first time, engage in work which they wanted to do. They had
adequate housing, literatvure and equipment. According to Zimmer, Riehl
engeged in germanium research in Sukhumi and quite generally in research
on semi-conductors and phosphorus. Zimmer himself was mainly engaged in
research on scintillation crystals for scintillation counters. Zimmer
knew that the papers completed by the Germansin Sukhumi have not yet
been published.

25X1

Zimmer gave the following indications on other German scientists (as of
11 4pril 1955):

a. Robert Doepel accepted a professorship in Voronezh and will not
return to Germany. ‘

b. Heinz Pose also accepted a professorship at an unspecified location
and will not return.

¢. Karl-Heinz Riewe, =~ - - B
" [1s-in jail after having been sentenced to 10
years for "disturbance of the labor peace” {Bruch des Arbeits~ 25X1
friedens). The infraction actually committed by Riewe was that he
complained against restrictions on the movements of German scientists

d. Karl-Frizirich Weiss is in leipzig.
e. Helene Xuelz is in Leipzig.

f. Riehl, Born and Catsch are in the Guest House of the East German
Academy of Sciences at Zeuthen, under heavy surveillance.
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Comment. Probably the Continentsl Hotel.

Comment. It is of course possible that this is an arrsnged
daa;(. between the Soviets and the East Germans. The Soviets seem to
desire to appear generous, while at the same time they may have ine-

structed the East Cermans to issue prohibitions against travel| |

[ by the scientists concerned.
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K. G. Zimmer learned on the occasion of his return to East %ermany that
returning scientists ordinarily were sent to a reception center in Leip-
z:l.go1 However, he applied for permission to go to Berlin, which was
granted. He was received by three representatives of the East German

Education Ministry at the station in East Berlin. He made it clear to 25X1
them that he wanted to visit his mother| immediately.

He encountered difficulties at first, and he had to press his request.

He was finally given permission and he| land stayed 25X1

there. On this occasion, Zimmer remarked that quite obviously the Soviet
authorities were generally not opposed to plans of returning scientists

to see relatives| The East German authori-25X1
ties, however, in cgntraat to the attitude of the Soviets, raised object-
ions to such plans.

Zimmer was shipped to the USSR together with Hans Born and Alexander
Catsch. Prior to their shipment, the men were first jailed in Berlin.
Subsequently, they were flown to Moscow and thrown into the Lublyanka
Prison, where they received good treatment. After some time they were
transferred to a prisoner of war camp near Moscow. Later, they were
asked whether they wanted to work with Nikolaus Riehl. They answered

in the affirmative and joined Riehl in Moscow-Elektrostal. During their
stay there, they did "practically nothing", as Zimmer expressed it.
Zimmer busied himself with translating into Russian a book written by
Riekl on power circuits (Energieleitungen). He also wrote a book himself
on radiation dosimetry. He turned over the manuscripis of the transla-
tion as well as his own book to the Soviet authorities and has never
heard of them since. However, he believes that the Russian translation
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After about a year's stay in Elektrostal,5 Zimmer, Born and Catsch were
asked whether they wanted to work with Nikolai Tiwofeev-Ressovsky. The
three men knew Timofeev from his former work in the Institute for Brain
Research. Upon agreeing, they were transferred to Timofeev, who worked
at that time in an institute on a peninsula| ]

- They stayed there for several years. 25X1
They were later joined by Riehl, who was also transferred there (probably
in 1948, or later).

Zimmer gave the following story <2 the fate of Timofeev-Ressovsky. After

his arrival in the USSR, he was sentenced to 12 years hard labor ang 25X1
taken to a penal camp | ‘Kazakhstanu During

his stay there, Timofeev lost his eyesight because of vitamin deficiency.

This fact caused the Soviet authorities to transfer him to Moscow for

treatment after he had stayed two ycars in the labor canp- In loscow,

Timofeev regained some of his sight, but he never was able to resd again,

After the treatment, Timofeev was transferred to Swig.l, where he was put

in charge of one of two institutes which were th he supervision
of & Russian professor

25X1

In Sungul, Timofeev, Zimmer, Born and Catsch did work very much along the
lines they had previously followed together in the Berlin~Buch Institute
for Brain Research. In particular, they engaged in genetice research on
drosophila melanogasta. Thia work progresaed well until Lysenko started
hie well-known campaign agsinc¢ the ‘ genatica. The
genetics experiments of the Sungul research team were then prohibited.
The men stayod there for some time, again doing "practically nothing".
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When the CGerman team left Surgul, Timofeev was still there. Zimmer, how-

ever, knew thet later he was given the direction of an institute of the

Soviet Academy of Sciences at an unspecified location in the Ural moun- 25X
tains, \ Zimmer remarked that although apparently the

material conditions of Timofeev's gituation have improved, he is still
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the object of heavy attacks which pericdically appear agsinst him both
in Soviet acientific publications and in Pravda. In this connection,
Zimmer also denied that Lysenko has
been completely disgraced and his theory abandoned in the USSR. Accord-
ing to Zimmer, this is not guite so. 4lthough lysenko is no longer the
nfashionable” theoreticisn, he is still an important factor in Soviet
biology. Genetics research is etill prehibited in the USSR. '
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Zimmer, Riehl, Born and Catsch were tranaferred from Suagnl to Sukhumi,
where they stayed for about two years or more prior to their return to
Germany. In Sukhumi, they were left very much to themselves and could,
for the first time, engage in work which they wanted to do. They had
adequate housing, literature and equipment. According to Zimmer, Riehl
engaged in germanium research in Sukhumi and quite generally in research
on semi-conductors and phosphorus. Zimmer himself was mainly engaged in
rasearch on scintillation crystals for acintillation counters. Zimmer
knew that the papers completed by the Germansin Sukhumi have not yet
been published.

10.

Zimmer gave the following indications on other German scientists (as of
11 4pril 1955):

a. Robert Doepel accepted a professorship in Voronezh and will not
return to Germany. C

b. Heing Pose also accepted a professorship at an unspecified location
and will not return.

¢. Karl-Heinz Riewe,[
" _]1is:in jail after having been sentenced to 10
years for "disturbance of the labor peace” {Bruch des Lrbeits~
friedens). The infraction actually committed by Riewe was that he
complained against restrictions on the movements of German scientists

in the USSR.T - \

d. EKarl-Frisdrich Weiss is in Leipzig.
e. Helene Kuelz is in Leipzig.

f. Riehl, Born and Catsch are in the Guest House of the East German
iAcademy of Sciences at Zeuthen, under heavy surveillance.
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Comment. Probably the Continental Hotel.

Comment. It is of course possible that this is an arranged

deal between the Soviets and the Fast Germans. The Soviets seem to
desire to appesr generous, while at the same time they mey have in-
structed the East Cermans to issue prohibitions against travel|

| [by the scientists concerned,

\
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